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'Spirit', and as such must not be left completely aside. They
are, however, infected too often by the claim of being the truth
itself, or the highest attainable truth. The very fact that they
assume a fixed world of things, laws, forms, and numbers, existing
by itself and to be conquered by the mind, diminishes their
importance. If viewed in the right perspective, Gentile thinks,
they appear as stepping-stones towards the philosophical com-
prehension of reality; that is why they must be accepted in a
proper education, and put in a lower position than philosophy
and history. Moreover, they must be viewed as much as possible
in the frame of a philosophical outlook; in schools where sciences
happen to be prominent, the teaching of philosophy must empha-
size the importance and value of the problems of scientific know-
ledge. In the first stages of education there is room for science
only so far as the curiosity and intuition of the young can reach,
while hypotheses, formulae, classifications, and laws must be
left until a time when their limitations can be understood.
Freedom being the very nature of * Spirit', as few restrictions
as possible should limit the right to teach, and anyone must be
allowed to open schools of all grades. It is in the interest of the
State itself that as many schools as possible should be opened
on the initiative of private individuals and bodies. Since a kind
of uniformity is inevitable in publicly administered institutions,
much would be lost if the multifarious ways the human ' SpiritJ
can find of communicating and teaching were not allowed to be
followed. On the other hand the State, which is of the nature
of ' Spirit' itself, embodies all the experiences and happenings
that take place in it; it represents the compound expressions of
the minds and wills of the citizens, and rules over them, neces-
sarily, for their and its own good. The State therefore has a right
and duty to control the educational activities of all individuals
and bodies, both during the process of teaching and learning,
and at the end, when the results achieved can be assessed. The
State has a monopoly in deciding whether its young citizens are
properly educated or not; so that no certificate, diploma, or
degree has any value in the frame of the national life, unless it
has been granted by an authority delegated by the State. The
State examination, which had been demanded for so many years
on the ground that a serious guarantee of the value of studies
must be found, and that equality of opportunity must be given
to pupils from private schools and those from State schools, had
its theoretical justification in the political and philosophical
doctrine of Gentile.
In spite of the universal character of ' Spirit', which embraces
all times and countries, the new education Gentile proposed to